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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-14 are presented for examination. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. William Lee on 2/22/2007. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of enabling the establish ment of [["ing ]]a 
communications path between a first entity and a second entity in a communications network 
comprising at least two address domains, said address domains being connected by two or more 
network address translators, said method comprising the steps of: 

i) sending a call set-up message from the first entity to a first one of the network address 
translators via only a first one of the address domains, said call set-up message containing an 
address of the first entity within the first address domain; 

ii) receiving the call set-up message at the first network address translator and retaining 
the address of the first entity within the first addr e ss domain in the call set-up message as well as 
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adding information abeu^ indicating the identity of the first address domain to the call set-up 
message; 

iii) forwarding the call set-up message with said added information to the second entity 
via a second one of the address domains and a second one of the network address translators,, 
such that the information in the call set-up message can be used to establish a communications 
path from the second entity to the first entity which excludes one or mor e of said a second one of 
the address domains when it is determined, using the added information, that the second entity is 
within the first address domain . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said step (ii) of receiving 
further comprises creating a binding between a second address domain address for a port at the 
first network address translator and the first address domain address of the first entity; and once 
said binding is created adding the second address domain address of that port to the call set-up 
message. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 which further comprises, after said 
step (ii) of receiving, forwarding the call set-up message to a third n e twork address domain via a 
third network address translator. 
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4. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 3 which further comprises at the third network 
address translator, adding information about an identity of the third address domain to the call 
set-up message. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said first network address 
translator is arranged to access information from another network entity in order to carry out the 
method of step (ii) of claim 1 in respect of adding information about the identity of the first 
address domain to the call set-up message. 

6. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said communications path is arranged 
to provide a service that is hosted by one or more servers within the communications network but 
not within the first address domain. 

7. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said first address domain is provided 
in a private region of the communications network and said second address domain is provided 
in a public region of the communications network. 

8. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein said communications network is 
selected from an internet protocol communications network or an asynchronous transfer mode 
communications network. 
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9. (Currently Amended) [[An]] A network address translator suitable for connection 
between a first and a second address domain in a communications network, said network address 
translator comprising: 

an input arranged to receive a call set-up message from [[an ]] a first entity in the first 
address domain, said call set-up message comprising an address of the first entity within the first 
address domain ; 

a processor arranged to modify the received call set-up message by adding information 
abe*it- indicating the identity of the first address domain whilst retaining the address of the first 
entity within th e first addr e ss domain ; and also adding information about an address of the 
network address translator iteeH-within the second address domain to the call set-up message; 
said address of the network address translator iteetf-being bound to the address of the first entity 
in th e first addr es s domain ; 

a output arranged to forward the modified call set-up message to a second entity via the 
second address domain, such that the information in the call set-up message can be used to 
establish a communications path within the first address domain from the second entity to the 
first entity when it is determined, using the added information, that the second entity is within the 
first address domain . 

10. (Currently Amended) [[An]] A network address translator as claimed in claim 9 wherein 
said processor is provided externally to the network address translator and is connected to the 
network address translator by a communications network. 
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11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of operating [[an]] a network address translator which is 
connected between a first and a second address domain in a communications network, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

i) receiving a call set-up message from [[an ]] a first entity in the first address domain, 
said call set-up message comprising an address of the first entity within th e first addr e ss domain ; 

ii) modifying the received call set-up message by adding information abeu^ indicating the 
identity of the first address domain whilst retaining the address of the first entity within th e first 
addr es s domain in the call set-up message; and also adding information about an address of the 
network address translator itself within the second address domain to the call set-up message; 
said address of the network address translator itsel^being bound to the address of the first entity 
in th e first addr e ss domain; 

in) forwarding the modified call set-up message to a second entity via the second address 
domain, such that the information in the call set-up message can be used to establish a 
communications path within the first address domain from the second entity to the first entity 
when it is determined, using the added information, that the second entity is within the first 
address domain . 

13-16. (Cancelled) 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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